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 Типография

THЕ FOUNDING OF BRITAIN

                                                                              Prehistory

Down to 8300 BC Britain experienced alternating periods of intense cold and periods   at least as warm as the present. During the glacial periods Britain was connected to the  continent by broad stretches of land in the Present Channel and North Sea areas.

As far as historical research could establish, the first  inhabitants  of the  British

Isles   were   nomadic   Stone  Age    hunters.  

Paleolithic   man   hunted.   In    the Mesolithic period which followed the  Palaeolithic man had to adapt to post-glacial conditions.
Around 4000 B.C. a new people joined the scanty Mesolithic population. The newcomers, the Neolithic people sowed corn, knew how to make pottery.
The most spectacular achievement of the Neolithic people was their monumental architecture. They have left behind remains of their camps. Many of the first Neolithic monuments are found in the south-west of Britain.

Stonehenge dates from before 2000BC and is one of the most mysterious and complex archaeological sites in the world.

Neolithic society was transformed, before 2000 BC, by the arrival of a vigorous people known as Beaker folk because of a characteristic drinking vessel, a beaker, which was generally buried with their dead. These people knew how to extract and work metal. They made copper and later, bronze, which made it possible to manufacture strong tools, splendid decorative objects, utensils and even musical instruments.

The Beaker people seem to have merged with the local population. They continued to use and elaborate Neolithic ritual centers (for example, Stonehenge), but they did not follow the Neolithic burial practices of burying numbers of people in collective tombs, some of the graves in the Early Bronze Age have yielded great riches, including gold work. 
Later Bronze Age Society (1400-700 BC) seems to have developed more slowly.
 New people from Continent gradually introduced Iron Age cultures into Britain.

Iron Age or Celtic culture had certainly spread through lowland Britain by the sixth century BC, through pastoral Bronze Age lifestyles persisted in much of the north and west until the arrival of the Romans some 500 years later.

At the end of the second century BC Celtic invaders, the Belgic tribes, arrived and settled in areas of southern England. The first Celtic comers were the Gaels but the Brythons arrived some 2 centuries later and pushed the Gaels to Wales, Scotland, Ireland and Cornwall taking possession of the south and east. Throughout Britain the Celts had left remains of their massive hillforts, which, it is thought, were not only defensive positions but also places where the community could assemble for social and religious functions. These hillforts gave great security to the population in times of danger. However, the next group of invaders, the Romans, had a military technology superior to Celtic defenses.  But about the 1-st cent. BC. the most powerful tribe the Belgae claimed possession of the south-east while part of the Brythons was pushed on to Wales though the rest stayed in what is England today, and probably gave their name to the whole country. The whole of Britain was occupied by the Celts who merged with the Picts and Scots as well as with the Alpine part of the population; the latter predominated in the West while the rest of the British Isles became distinctly Celtic in language and the structure of society. The social unit of the Celts, the clan, suppressed the earlier family groups; clans were united into large kinship groups, and those into tribes.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

This Celt-dominated mixture of Picts, Scots and other ingredients came to be called Brythons, or Britts. Some historians attribute the origin of London to the reign of the Belgic tribal chief Cunobelin (from 5 A.D. to 40 A.D.), and archaeologists state that the first wooden London Bridge was built at the time. The city was called Londinium (The Celtic phrase Llyn-din "Lake Fort" is believed by some to have given the town its name).

The Romans. Many historians attribute the interest that the Romans took in the British Isles to purely strategic reasons. The Roman commander the famed Julius Caesar had an easy victory over the Britons, but he was forced to retire, as storms in the Channel prevented his cavalry from arriving from France.

In 54 BC Caesar returned and marched through southern Britain. After the Romans departed trade between Britain and the Empire increased. 

The Romans made no attempt to subdue Ireland, as to Wales, it belonged to the so-called military districts of Roman Britain.

Britain became a big exporter of corn, lead and tin. Villas, the characteristic Roman establishments in the countryside were founded throughout the country.  
London was a center for both external and   internal trade. Southern Britain settled down to peace and rapid Romanisation. A luxurious lifestyle, Roman dress and the Latin language were adopted. 

The Romans established a flourishing province in Britain. They founded the first cities.

In the 4-th century Roman Britain was threatened by the Saxons, a loose term used to describe a number of people living in present-day Denmark, northwest Germany and the Netherlands. In 367 there was a combined attack on Britain by Picts, Scots and Saxons. In 410 the Roman army withdrew, and the Romano-British population had to look after its own defenses. Without Roman military might Roman civilization in Britain disintegrated.

Perhaps Roman Britain disappeared because it failed to make much impact on the ordinary people. Most of the population lived in the countryside and farming techniques do not seem to have changed much under the Romans, though new vegetables like cabbages, peas and fruits like plums, apples and cherries were introduced. Latin was confined to the upper sections of society. The marvellous buildings and public facilities like sanitation systems were found in the towns, where only a minority of the population lived. But Celtic culture survived only in present-day Cornwell; north Wales, Scotland and Ireland, which saw neither Roman nor Saxon.

The Saxons and Vikings. The Picts and Scots were at the state of war with each other until the 9-th century after the Roman army's withdrawal. The Saxons came across the North Sea. By 450 Essex, Kent and Sussex were held by the Saxons.  The invaders experienced a temporary check in the west, where   the British rallied under the legendary King Arthur who organized Celtic resistance so as to make it a constant menace to the Anglo-Saxon invaders, some time between 490 and 503 he won a great victory over the Saxons. The west remained British, though intermarriage with Saxons and, later, conversion to Christianity must have lessened the differences between the 2 peoples.

The rest of England, now so called after one of the invading groups the Angles, fell to the invaders, as did the lowlands of Scotland. By the early seventh century Saxon Britain was divided into 7 kingdoms.

The abandonment by the Saxons of the towns and villas signaled the abandonment of the Roman way of life. But the Saxons were excellent farmers. The Saxons used a heavy plough, which remained basically unchanged until the Agricultural Revolution in the 18-th century.    

The Saxons lived in strong family and tribal units, the most prominent feature of which was intense loyalty to a man's king or chief.  There were features of Saxon civilization which we might admire. For example a custom which dictated that a man who committed a murder should pay suitable compensation to the bereaved family rather than to be executed. There is also, however, unsavoury evidence of burials of living people, probably a wife or servants, at the funeral of a great person.

Many colorful stories are told about the arrival of Christianity in England. Rome was interested in bringing England into the Christian fold Christianity had been brought to Ireland in 432 by St.Patrick, a slave of the Irish who had escaped to Rome. Irish missionaries reinforced the Christianity of Wales and Scotland.

The Celtic Church now established in the north of England was in some ways different from the Roman church.

Known variously as Norsemen, Vikings or Danes, these invaders were a heathen people from present-day Norway, Sweden and Denmark.

The Vikings increased their raids on the coast of England and in 865 began a great invasion of East Anglia and Northumbria. The Isle of Man and the Irish Sea were taken and Ireland was attached.

The Danes encountered effective opposition, which was ruled by King Alfred. In 878 England was partitioned between Saxons and Vikings. The steady Christianisation of the Vikings had begun. This would lead in time to their fusion with the local population. They were basically of the same stock as the Saxons, and their language was Germanic, as Saxon was. Together their tongues would later form the basis of English.

William the Conqueror landed in September 1066 on the British Isles with the Army of about 8000 men. The men who came with William hoped that victory would bring them land and treasure. 

William was crowned King of England at Westminster Abbey on Christmas Day 1066. The native English aristocracy was replaced by a French aristocracy.  Clearly defined classes appeared in English society. The people could not move from their land or village without the permission of their lord. This system of dependence is known as the feudal system.

The Norman Conquest brought the English Church into the mainstream of reform directed by the papacy. William ruled both Normandy and England. This control of land in both France and England was to establish a pattern until the 16-th century. 20 years after the Conquest William I organized a registration of all the holders of arable land, of the general amount of arable and pasture, all taxes paid etc. "Doomsday Book" was a nickname of the document from which one can see that the process of village community or township, developing into the feudal manor, was nearing completion. The census nicknamed "Doomsday Book" appeared in 1086. The phrase carries several implications ("Doomsday" is the supposed Say of the Final Judgement when the souls of the dead are expected to be tried). As a result, the  king got a clear idea of all the taxable property in the land; he had first-source  information  about the economic state of the country.
There were 80 towns in England by that time. The population of England amounted to about 2 million.  The agricultural workers constituted 91% of the population, the remaining 9% being represented by lords with their families, domestics, hangers-on, the clergy, merchants, craftsmen, etc.

Villeins formed the overwhelming majority of the toiling masses. Slave labour was found to be quite unproductive and uneconomical and slaves were rapidly merging with the borders and cotters, to disappear as a layer entirely in the next century.

After William's death in 1087 the crown passed to his son William II (1087-1100), who failed to keep the barons in check. He was killed in a hunting accident in 1100 and Henry I succeeded his brother as king of England.

After the Norman conquest feudalism was fully established in England. The feudal society of England achieved certain economic progress at the expense of the villains' forced labor. All power was based on landownership and the king became the only landowner. The Norman conquerors had an imperative need of strong state machinery to defend their privileges. This circumstance accounts for a very important peculiarity of the English feudal state, its early centralization and the relative durability of royal power. Historians say, that from the start the power of the feudal nobility.

The sheriffs, representing the central government, remained stronger than any baron in his territory. The basic production unit of the fully developed feudal society in England was the manor which didn't attain ultimate completion until the 13-th-14-th cc.  

Late in the 12-th century the King's army became a permanent   institution    with hired personnel and the knights were gradually becoming middle landowners, who gradually involved in  market operations. The fact that there was no  impassable border line between the knights  and  the   top city commercial circles was  another peculiarity of English feudalism.  

 After the Norman Conquest of 1066 trade with France expanded.

1. Read and translate the text.

2.  Answer the following questions:

1.  Who were the first inhabitants of the British Isles?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

2.  What is Stonehenge?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

3.  Who were the first Celtic comers?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

4.  Who gave the name to the whole country?

5.  To what period do historians attribute the origin of London?

6. Whatwere the interests of Julius Caesar in the British Isles?    
7.  Why did Roman Britain disappear ?

8.  With what period is the Name of King Arthur associated?                                                                                                                                                                      

9. What were features of  Saxon civilization?

10. How did Christians arrive in England?

1 l. Who were "Norsemen"?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

12.What made the basis of English?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

13.What brought William the Conqueror to England?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

14.When was feudalism established in England? Its peculiarities
3. Retell the text according to the model  technology.
MEDIEVAL ENGLAND

Henry II came to the throne in 1154, he was master of a great empire. In 1150 he had become duke of Normandy. In 1152 he married, and his wife brought him large parts of the south of France. Henry's emblem was a plant called Planta genesta- дрок, hence his dynasty was to be called the Plantagenet dynasty. (Плантагенеты - королевская династия с 1151 по 1399 годы). Henry П created the common law system, according to which every   freeman had a right to plead in royal courts, even against his feudal lord.

Henry’s power was challenged by the  Kings of France, who were alarmed to see the major part of France in English hands. Royal authority was also challenged by the church. The Church claimed that the appointment of bishops was its own exclusive right. In 1172 it was agreed that the Church would invest the bishops, but the King would have to be consulted on the choice of candidates.

At the end of the 11-th century the so-called Crusades began to be popular. The Pope of Rome sent his Emissaries to go throughout all Europe preaching a Crusade and persuading the kings and nobles to sell their lands and take their subjects to Jerusalem to drive out the Saracens (Arab or Muslem). The holy war needed money. International-scale fairs sprang up in England as early as the end of the 11-th century.

Henry II was the first king to attempt expansion of the British Isles. He invaded Ireland and established his reign there. Though on his death his son Richard I agreed to exchange the claim for a considerable sum of money. In Henry's reign the church was becoming increasingly strong. The church supported the crown against the barons. 

England was rapidly developing its economy. A lively wool trade was bringing new profits contributing to the growth and developments of towns. The same end was served by exports of tin, lead and even iron, now mined and processed in great quantities. It was in the 12-th century that London became an industrial and commercial center of importance for those times.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

The second Plantagenet King, Richard I (1189-1199), popularly called Richard the Lion Heart was an enthusiastic crusader. For the first time in history English ships entered the Mediterranean, and Richard adopted St George as his patron saint. The Crusade  itself  was a failure,  immensely  costly  in  lives and treasure, though it lead to the- establishment of direct and permanent connections between England and the trading cities of Italy. Richard was killed in 1199.

The 13-th century began under a new king, the second son of Henry II, and a third  Plantagenet, John (1193-1216). He showed no respect for law or custom. The result was the complete isolation of the crown from those sections that had previously been its supporters. 

One by one he lost his provinces in France, including the dukedom of Normandy (John was nicknamed Lackland). He was involved in a direct dispute with Innocent III who declared John excommunicated (exclude, as a punishment, from the privileges of the Christian Church, e.g. marriage or burial in church) and deposed (dethroned) and persuaded the kings of France and Scotland to make war on him. John stood alone. Thus in 1215 the aristocracy, the Church and the merchants formed a coalition against the king. Unwillingly he submitted, and at Runnymede (a small island in the Thames), near Windsor, John's opponents obliged him to agree to the terms of Magna Carter, or the Great Charter. 1215 is one of the important dates in English history.

Magna Carta has been rightly regarded as a turning point in English history but almost always for wrong reasons. It was not a "constitutional" document. It did not guarantee parliamentary government, since Parliament did not exist then. It didn't establish the right to trial by jury, etc. What it did do was to set out in detail the way in which John had gone beyond  his   rights as a feudal overlord and to demand that his unlawful practices should stop. It marked the alliance between the barons and the citizens of London, by insisting on the freedom of merchants from arbitrary (произвольный, деспотичный) taxation.

In other ways, as in its attempts to curtail the power of the Royal Courts the charter was reactionary. More important was the clause in the carter setting up a permanent committee of 24 barons to see that John's promises were kept. This device did not work very well, but it did open a new avenue along which the barons could conduct a political struggle as a class rather than as individuals. It led to the development of Parliament as the instrument through which first the nobles and later the bourgeoisie defended their interests. The charter checked the king's power and it was an instrument of  perfecting feudalism.   

The Charter acquired wider and more radical implications when villeinage died out and the idea of freedom was no longer connected with land holding. 

John had no intention of agreeing to Magna Carta without a fight. He gathered an army and denounced the Carta. The barons declared him deposed and offered the crown to Lois, son of the King of France. So hostilities were renewed, and when John died in 1216 England was deep in war. In 1217 the French withdrew. Magna Carta was reissued. Henry III (John's son, 9 then) was dominated by the regents (duties of a ruler who is too young) until 1234, and until 1238 Henry III ruled on his own.

In the following centuries Magna Carta was solemnly reaffirmed by every king from Henry III to Henry VI (1422). 

Its subsequent history is curious and falls into 3 chapters. 

1. As feudalism declined it ceased to have any clear practical application and passed out of memory. The Tudor bourgeoisie were too closely allied to the monarchy to wish to place any check on it, while     the power of the nobles was broken in the wars of Shakespeare, writing his play "King John", never mentions Magna Carta and quite possibly never heard of it.

2. When the bourgeoisie entered their revolutionary period under the Stuarts the Charter was rediscovered, and was completely misinterpreted and used as a basis for the claims of Parliament. This view of the Charter as the cornerstone of democratic rights persisted through the greater part of the 19-th century. 

3. It is only within the last decades that historians have examined it critically as a feudal document and discovered its real meaning and importance.

Just because it marks the highest point of feudal development and expressed most precisely the nature of feudal class relations, Magna Carta marks also the passing of society beyond those relations. It's both a culmination and a point of departure. The barons won the greatest victory but only at the price of acting in a way, which was not strictly feudal, of forming new kinds of combinations, both among themselves and with other classes.

                                      Late medieval England
The 13-th century in England is marked by a general transformation of feudalism, leading ultimately to its decline and the growth of a capitalist agriculture. 

The towns (there were over 160 in the 13-th cent.) began to lose their semiagrarian nature. Sheep breeding was getting especially popular in the eastern and northern counties most of all. Wool was becoming a key to the economic development of the country. Foreign markets were open to receive English wool. It lead to the break up of the manor, to the growth of towns, charters of independence had by this time been obtained by practically all of them. As a consequence of the steady development of money relations a certain number of peasants were drawn to the towns.

The 13-th century witnessed the birth of the new class of gentry, new nobles, small landowners. Class differentiation that was progressing among peasants was a modern division into the rich and the poor. Class struggle was assuming greater proportions in the countryside. 

By the end of the 13-th century the main object of any town was to keep its trade in the hands of its own burgesses who organized merchant Gilds.

In 1327 Edward III took over the government of the country. He was a great and popular soldier. He refused to pay homage (дань) to Philip (France) and claimed the throne of France. Thus began the Hundred Years war. English sovereigns did not formally renounce their claim to the French throne until 1802. The 100 years' War was a usual feudal war of conquest. The remnant of Plantagenet possessions in France were only the obvious source of discord. In 1304 English soldiers won the battle. Thereafter the English controlled the Channel. In 1346 Edward invaded France. In 1355 war was renewed. In May 1360 England and France concluded the Treaty, by which England's ownership of Gascony was confirmed. 

In 1377 Edward was suffering from horrific consequences of the Plague. In 1348-50 plague (sometimes called the "Black Death" swept over the country, killing about 1/3 of the population. There was a severe shortage of labor. It was not possible to keep peasants   on   one    estate when some other lord was willing to offer employment at  higher wages.

The exhaustion of the country after almost 40 years almost unbroken war put an end to the war till it was revived in 1415 by Henry V. 

The direct results of the war were disastrous for both England and France. Indirectly it helped to accelerate the decline of feudalism.

The grievances of the peasantry came to a head in 1381. Led by Wat Tyler, angry peasants marched to London. On the way there they stormed manor houses. They beheaded the archbishop of Canterbury and the Treasurer responsible for the poll tax. The King met the army of rebellious peasants near the London Gate and they produced their demands. They demanded the abolition of villeinage and the division of Church property. Certificates were written out sayingthat all the demands were satisfied and the crowds dispersed quietly. Tyler was killed. All who rebelled were punished. 

In 1396 Richard married the daughter of Charles VII of France and made peace with France.  

Some historians call the 15-th century a century of paradox. The towns launched to prosperity by the charters the Plantagenet kings sold them, were now finding themselves overburdened with taxes that the war with France was heaping on them.  

The power of the Parliament continued to grow. It deposed the last Plantagenet king and appointed Henry IV (1399-1413).

After the war ended, the feudal lords returned to England. They readily took part in the fight for power and influence over the royal treasury, They divided into 2 hostile groups, one supporting the House of York with a white rose in their coat-of-arms, the other supporting the House of Lancaster with a red rose in theirs. The Lancaster dynasty was chiefly supported by the nobility of North and Wales while the York forces found support among some of the feudal lords of the economically developed South-East. The head of the York Party, Richard of York, was formally declared protector. But finally he had to retire. He collected an army of war veterans used to fighting and plunder. The march of his army to the south and a battle of 1455 began the civil war that goes in history as "The wars of the Roses" and which plagued the country during 30 years. In 1460 the Duke of York and his youngest son were killed in battle but his eldest son Edward of York was crowned in Westminster in 1461 as Edward IV. He reigned until he died in 1483. Edward had 2 sons. The eldest was 12, and he was to be King Edward V. Both he and his small brother were imprisoned in the Tower by their uncle, Richard of Gloucester who declared young Edward V illegitimate, seized the throne and killed the children in the Tower. Richard's reign was brief. That time a distant relative of the House of Lancaster, Henry Tudor, who was the earl of Richmond, gathered an army in France. In 1485 Richard's army was defeated and Richard himself killed. This ended the Wars of Roses and prepared the way for the economic development of the country. Supported by the Parliament and by the gentry and the townsmen, Henry Tudor established the new Tudor dynasty.

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE 14in CENTURY
The Norman kings did much to centralize power and unite England into a state, thus, in spite of themselves, preparing ground for a decay of feudalism and a beginning of a nation. 

The unifying English language, the growth of bourgeoisie was a sign of the time. The appearance of the House of Commons (1343) heralded future developments. Palaces and castles were built with spacious banqueting halls illuminated by wide windows.

The farms and cottages of the poor were built of logs or planks, the floors were usually bare earth and the roof made of thatch: the walls might be made of mud and timber. 

There was progress in letters. John Wickliffe translated the Bible in English creating the beginnings of English prose. 

English literature flourished accordingly. The life of that turbulent time was reflected in literature that was both the culmination of the medieval genres and a herald of the Renaissance literature to come. 

An anonymous poet created an elegy for a daughter lost ("The Pearl"), and another created a chivalric romance in verse. "Sir Gawaian and the green Knight" of the King Arthur cycle.   

William Langland   (1332-1400), a poor priest, created the poem "The version of Piers the Plowman". It is a passionate pamphlet in verse directed against the social injustice of feudalism; it is an appeal to the toilers. Written in the medieval genre of visions, typical of the church literature, it is a serious of allergic pictures where the vices and virtues act as such, and the hardworking peasant, Piers the Plowman, is the only one who knows the way to the goal, the Truth.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

The development of the national language was greatly promoted by the work of Geoffrey Chaucer (1340-1400), an outstanding poet, "father of English literature" as many historians style him. His works paved the way to English Renaissance literature. His "Canterbury Tales" is a splendid picture of the 14th century England, showing all walks of life. Son and grandson of ordinary tradesmen, Chaucer rose to high court positions but died in poverty. When Henry IV came to the throne (1399-1413), the aging poet sent him a poem entitled "complaint to My Empty Purse". The King took the hint and increased Chaucer's scanty pension, but the great poet did not live to enjoy it.

Architecture

Following the Early English style (1150-1250) came the Decorated Gothic. This lasted from approx. 1250 to 1370. The style was characterized by its carving and ornamentation. Arches and windows were filled with increasingly sumptuous stained glass. The designs were often inspired by plants and leaves.

The last period of the Gothic, from about 1370 to 1550 was dominated by the Perpendicular style.   Builders   were    then  so   accomplished    that their churches   could  be   filled   with large windows, thus an overwhelming impression  of   light  and graciousness was given. This appeared for the first time at Gloucester Cathedral in 1331. 

Other fine examples of the Perpendicular are to be found in Bath Abbey and in Henry VII's King's Chapel and Westminster Abbey.

The Church was the center of life in the Middle Ages (and, of course, later). The great church buildings of the Middle Ages testify to the wealth of talent and spirituality of the period.

Medieval Ireland, Wales and Scotland
Both Ireland and Wales lacked unified government under one monarch, an advantage enjoyed by England and, to a great extent, by Scotland.

Ireland was ruled by a number of kings, not one of whom had managed to establish supremacy as the House of Wessex, and more definitely the Normans, had done in England. Ireland had unlike England, no Romanised Church, which believed its interests were best, served by the creation of a strong monarchy. Ireland also had a body of law, which made it difficult for an Irish ruler to change society in the way that English kings had done.

In the 12th century there was a bitter power struggle between the Irish Kings. Wales lords had been penetrated by Norman lords at the time of the Conquest. Only the poor mountaineous area covering most of Wales was ruled by  native Celtic princes. English kings were satisfied with recognition by the nature princes of the sovereignty of the English monarchy.

Scotland in contrast to Ireland and Wales was a success story. Scotland was unified under a single monarchy.

The unification of Scotland is traditionally dated to 843 when Kenneth McClain, king of the Scots, defeated the Picts and absorbed their territory to form the kingdom of Scotia.

In the 11th century English settlers fleeing from William the Conqueror added to the English element in Scotland. William invaded Scotland in 1071.

In David I's reign (1124-53) more Anglo-Norman lords settled in Scotland and helped to give the country a feudal structure like that of the rest of Europe. The first Scottish coins were minted in his reign, and a standard system of weights and measures was set up. A great achievement was the establishment of the custom of primogeniture in the royal succession once and for all.

There were reasonably good relations with England for the next century. Edward I invaded Scotland in 1296 with complete success. The Stone of Destiny, on which Scottish kings were enthroned was removed to Westminster Abbey. An English Administration was installed in Scotland.  But William Wallace, a knight, rallied the Scots and inflicted a crushing defeat on the English in September 1297.

Between 1450 and 1516 51 new burghs (towns) were founded, but society was still poor and overwhelmingly rural. Many Scots sought employment as mercenary soldiers in Europe. The 14 century saw the foundation of St.Andrew's University, and in the 15th century the universities of Aberdeen and Glasgow were founded. (England had only 2 universities, Oxford and Cambridge, until the early 19th century).  

The late 15th century also witnessed the flourishing of a large group of Scottish poets, the most famous of whom was William Dunbar.

1.  When did the Plantagenet dynasty come to the throne?

2.  Who were Crusaders?

3.  Who was Richard the Lion heart? Who was John the Lackland?

4.  What was Magna Carta?

5.  What were the Wars of the Roses?

6.  Who is called father of English literature?

                                                          THE TUDORS
By late medieval times the lowlands (south) of Scotland had been English-                         speaking for more than a 100 years. However, Gaelic and Celtic tongue, continued to be the language of the highlands and western islands.

At the end of the 15Ih century the highlands were still only nominally under the rule of the crown. 

The people of the highlands lived in clans - families or tribes of people with the same name. The head of each clan was the chieftain. Frequently he also had a feudal title - an earldom or a lordship. Property was shared in principle by the clan, but in reality owned by the chieftain.  

The highlands, because they were remote and independent, had become a problem for any king (and later administration) wanting to impose a system of tidy central government. Clearly, the highlands would remain autonomous until the king's power became much greater than it was in the late Middle Ages.

THE TUDORS
Henry VII, founder of the new Monarchy, came to the throne in 1485. His considerable achievement was threefold: he made the monarchy strong; he brought stability to England; he earned the respect of his subjects. The power of the nobility had been weakened by loss of life and property in the Wars of the Roses, but it was still considerable. The nobility were forbidden to keep private armies. Henry was determined to make monarchy rich and strong. In the 24 years of his reign he only had to summon 7 parliaments. He developed the judicial authority of the royal council, in what came to be called the Court of Star Chamber. As Bacon said about Henry VIII, "he loved wealth and could not endure to have trade sick". He attached great importance to shipbuilding. He brought England into line with the general consolidation of centralized nation states going on throughout Europe.  
Henry VIII was 18 when he succeeded his father in 1509. The early years of the 16th century were full of confused wars, but in essence the battle lay between France and Spain, struggling for the control of rich territories of Italy and Flanders. England was far inferior to either of the states and developed gradually a policy, the preservation of a balance of power that has since become a tradition among English politicians. The basis of this policy was to prevent any power in Europe from becoming overwhelmingly strong by creating and maintaining 2 roughly even groups, by supporting first one and then the other and by never allowing either side to count upon the continued support of England. From 1509 England usually supported Spain and was at war with France.

The Tudors made little use of Parliament, which showed little independence. The direct power of the bourgeoisie was exercised much more forcibly by the citizens of London, whom the Tudors were careful to flatter. 

The day-to-day work of government fell upon the royal counselors. The feudal Great Council fell into the background. The working council remained, sometimes as a small body of the king's chosen advisers and sometimes as an assembly of the greater barons. In 1540 a Privy Council was formally constituted, consisting of the chief government officials, resembling the   modern Cabinet except that it was responsible not to Parliament but the King, who was not, however bound to consult it or to take its advice. Closely attached to the Council were the Justices of the Peace, which were not able to act politically in opposition to the Crown. The Justices were powerful because they represented a rising class and they had the support of the Council. They became virtually the executive part of the machine of government, an unpaid civil service.

 By modern standards Tudor government was cheap government. There was no real standing army and only a small paid bureaucracy. But by medieval standards it was costly enough. The kings of Europe in this period aimed at attracting the nobles to court weakening them as political rivals. For this purpose a lavish expenditure was necessary. Politically sound, this policy was very costly and Henry soon faced a financial crisis.

The Reformation in England
The medieval Papacy was a  centralized organization, which succeeded in establishing a highly profitable monopoly in the grace of God. With the coming of centralized nation states  it was bound to lead to a general conflict, for the breaking of the papal monopoly was a necessary step in the creation of the absolute monarchies. The antagonism to the papal monopoly expressed itself in varying ways, the greatest powers; France and Spain never broke with the Papacy. It was the poorer and more backward states, Scotland, the Scandinavian countries that were forced into open revolt and in most of these countries the Reformation had assumed democratic forms.   

Midway between these extremes in power and wealth stood England.  Three strands can be separated out in steps made by Henry VIII towards freeing England from papal control: 

The I was to break with Rome involving the cessation of the large revenue paid to the Popes;

The II was the confiscation of the property of the church of England itself;

And the III was the victory of the body of theological dogma known as Protestantism.

Henry VIII in 1531 declared himself the head of the church.   Protestantism   was the body of ideas inspiring the popular mass movement, and, since the Reformation in England began from above, it made slow progress at first. The majority of the people remained Catholic in belief.

For 7 years - 1529 to 1536 - the Reformation Parliament sat; passing aeries of Acts which cut off the Church of England from Rome and brought it under the control of the State. The church was subordinated and confined to its own limited sphere. In 1536 the direct attack on the monasteries began. The monks were too isolated to resist.

One innovation did have an immense though delayed effect. This was the publication of an English version of the Bible. Protestants made the Bible the textbook of their party and its study the center of their practice.
So affairs stood at the death of Henry in 1547.  1) The break with Rome was complete. 2) The appropriation of Church property was partially carried out. 3) The Protestant section of the population was still a minority but a minority whose desires coincided precisely with the natural course of the historical development.

The Counter-reformation
 When Henry died, his 9 year-old son Edward became king of England (1547). The regency council set up by Henry before Protestants who gained ground rapidly dominated his death to rule during Edward’s minority. A new Prayer Book was   issued in 1549. There was a general plundering of the parish churches.

When Edward died in 1553, the throne was taken by  Mary Tudor, the daughter of Henry VIII. A reconciliation with Rome took place. The old laws for the burning of heretics were revived and plans were made for the execution of the most prominent Protestant churchmen.

After Mary's death her half-sister Elizabeth took the throne (1558) and at the beginning of her reign she indicated that the Catholic service was not to her liking. She had no particular religions, interests and the only concern was to arrive at a settlement accepted by as many people as possible. In the Elizabethan settlement Protestantism assumed the form most compatible with the monarchy and with the system of local government created by the Tudors.                  
Serious opposition to her settlement came from the Puritans. These were Protestants who wished to "purify" the church of all Roman Catholic ideas.     Elizabeth would make no concessions on their issues.

Elizabeth's foreign policy was that of friendship toward France, Spain's great revival in Europe. 

Elizabeth had considerable success with Scotland. The two countries shared the same religion and King James hoped to succeed Elizabeth.
Elizabeth's government instituted 2 social measures of great importance. In 1563 the Statute of Artificers made masters responsible for the welfare and education of their apprentices for a period of 7 years. 

The Poor Laws of 1597 and 1601 obliged the parishes to provide for the sick and unemployed. Elizabeth's reign saw the founding of many grammar schools, hospitals. Her reign was fraught with religious tensions of economic problems, but the achievements of a religious settlement that avoided warfare were considerable. Her own talents, intelligence and charm were responsible for the success of her monarchy.

There was an effervescent spirit in Elizabethan England. London was a lively city of 200 000 people. Oxford and Cambridge universities were great centers of classical and theological study. (Cambridge inclined to Puritanism).

Elizabeth's reign coincided with a highly productive phase in English literature, which was to continue throughout James II's reign.

Edmund Spenser, for example, wrote the lyric poem "The Fairie "Queene" in honor of Elizabeth. In the theatres plays by Shakespeare, Marlowe and Ben Jonson were performed by W. Shakespeare (1564-1616), dominated the theatre. Though little is known about his life, he received the patronage of both Elizabeth's and James I.

Elizabeth' reign produced a crop of adventurers, who continued the exploration of the New World. From L577 to 1580 Sir Francis Drake completed the circumnavigation of the globe - the first by an Englishman.   

Attempts to establish colonies in America failed. Sir Walter Raleigh perpetuated the sovereign’s name by calling his proposed colony Virginia, in honor of the Virgin Queen.   

In 1503 James IV married Margaret Tudor, the eldest daughter of Henry VII. The marriage was intended to stabilize relations between the two countries. James IV was killed in 1513 in the war between Scotland and France.

James V assumed power in his teens. He proved ambitious and energetic. He embarked on war with Henry VII, but the Scots were defeated and the new monarch was James's one-week-old daughter Mary Queen of Scots. The war with England continued and the Queen's mother Marie de Guise, whose family was one of the most powerful in France, headed the regency.

Calvinism was preached in Scotland that is the most serene form of Protestantism. According to Calvinist doctrine, there was a group of the faithful, which was predestined to be saved by God. In practical terms Calvinism gave its followers a fighting creed and an absolute certainty that they were right.

In 1560 an English fleet and army was sent to support the Scottish protestant rebels. In August the Scottish parliament abolished the authority of the Pope in Scotland. The severity of Calvinism extended to moral and social life, it robbed people of many things like organ music in church and Christmas celebrations.

Mary Queen of Scots returned to Scotland in 1561, a widow of 19 and a Catholic. Her husband, Francis II, the king of France, died. In 1565 Mary married her cousin, Henry Stewart, Lord Darnley. In 1566 Darnley and others murdered the queen's secretary who had aroused his jealousy. In 1567 Darnley was killed and Mary married earl of Bothwell, James Hepburn. The nobility had been alarmed as Bothwell grabbed power and they decided to force Mary to abdicate in favor of her baby son.

Mary fled to England and became a prisoner of Queen Elizabeth. She was constantly the center of plots organized by the northern catholic lords against Elizabeth. Mary was executed in 1587, her son James kept quiet. He married Princess Anne of Denmark. In 1603 James went to England to become king on Elizabeth's death. James was king of both England and Scotland, though the administration, Parliaments and courts of the two countries continued to function separately.

English Renaissance
The 16th century was the time when with the advent of capitalism radical changes occurred in the spiritual life. The process can be referred to as English Renaissance. 

Renaissance, the epoch of Humanism and the Revival of Learning, born and nursed in Italy finally penetrated the insular detachment of England.

In England one easily distinguished 3 main phases of the process: the early phase of the end of the 15lh and the I half of the 16th century; the later   phase coinciding with the reign of queen Elizabeth and the life-span of Shakespeare.

It was only early in the 16th century that the influence of the Italian Renaissance architecture was really felt in England in the talent and inventiveness of Sir Christopher Wren, ( St. Paul's Cathedral and west towers of Westminster).

The giant of the Renaissance was Thomas More, a lawyer, scholar, writer statesman, a man for all times. His "Utopia", published in Latin in 1516 is a piece of satire on the society of England. More does not only condemn the feudal system but he expresses sad assurance that the new system is no smaller evil.

In 1576 the first theatre was built in London by a group of actors. Women did not act. Nor were women supposed to attend for some of the passages were obscene. By and by thanks to the combines efforts of the "University wits" as the pre- Shakespearean dramatists were called and the genius of Shakespeare, England developed the finest drama the world had ever known.

The Renaissance epoch brought in a flood of scientific discoveries. The development of natural sciences made a great leap. Francis Bacon (1561-1626) ushered in the revival of research as a philosopher of science. In his work "Advancement of Learning" he outlined the methods of scientific research. The Royal Society emerged. He was a great believer in technical innovations and his program of England's economic development through technical advancement answered the interests of the growing bourgeoisies and new nobility. 

As a whole and viewed in its historical perspective, the period made a prelude to the bourgeois revolution of the 17 century.

                              1.  Who was the founder of the monarchy?

                              2. What policy did England gradually develop?

                                     3.  When was the Privy Council formally constituted?

                                    4. What sort of body were Justices of the Peace?

                                    5. What was "Reformation"?

                                     6. What was the result of the Reformation in England?

                                      7. When did the reconciliation with Rome take place?

                                      8. What was particular about Elizabethan England?

                                       9. Who were puritans?

                                                       THE STUART

James  Elizabeth's   successor   in   1603 was king of both England and Scotland.

 The Tudors had created an autocracy in Church and stale but without the financial means to sustain it. For the monarchy to become financially independent, it would have been necessary to impose greater taxes on the ruling classes both in town and country. Their representatives in the House of Commons would not consent to this. James was criticized but, on the whole, liked. His son Charles was widely distrusted.

Religious problems faced James. He made it clear that he would make no changes in religion. He condemned the Puritans. Some Puritans mounted criticism of royal policy in the House of Commons and outside. The political radicalism of the Puritan grew naturally from his relation to God and to society. As God's chosen people the Puritans felt their triumph inevitable and their enemies to be God's enemies. James was presented with a petition from Puritan clergy asking for a moderate liberty to accept or reject some points 1.   What is known as the Authorised Version or King James' Bible? How did it appear? (1611). What caused its publication? What was the reaction to it on the part of puritans? Catholics? In 1604 a conference at Hampton Court discussed the petition. James presided at it. James thought the democratic spirit of Puritanism incompatible with royal absolutism. The one positive result of the Conference was the setting up of a commission to make a new translation of the Bible. This, completed in 1611 was known as the Authorised Version or King James's Bible. A small number of Puritans left to establish colonies in North America, where they could worship as they wished. The voyage of the Mayflower in 1620 is the most celebrated of the Puritan exoduses. (By 1640 there were 5 colonies in North America which were sufficiently independent in their approach to religion and government).

Catholics were disappointed with the new monarch too. A group of Catholic extremists decided to blow up the king and Parliament when James opened the new session of Parliament in November 1605, One conspirator, Guy Fawkes, placed gunpowder in the cellars beneath the Houses of Parliament, but the plot was discovered, and the plotters were executed. Since then the deliverance of the King, Parliament and Protestantism has been celebrated each year on November 5.

One source of friction between the king and the House of Commons was foreign policy. Peace was made with Spain in 1604, but this was unpopular. In 1621 the Commons discussed foreign affairs though the area came exclusively under royal control. Enraged at the action of the House of Commons James tore out the pages recording the debate from the Commons journal. Finally James conceded to the critics and in 1624 declared war on Spain. When France and Spain formed an alliance in 1626 England declared war on France. The English navy did badly and the commons were critical of the government.

Charles I succeeded his father in 1625. An opposition was formed which seized the initiatives in debates in the Commons, In 1625 Parliament refused to grant Charles some traditional taxes. Charles dissolved Parliament in anger. A second Parliament was also dissolved quickly.

From 1629 until 1640 Charles ruled without a Parliament; this period has been called "the Personal Rule" and the "Eleven Years' Tyranny". The king's most confidential counselor, Lord Strafford started creating a hired army in Ireland.    Charles had to convene a Parliament that later came to be called "The Long Parliament" (November 1640-1653). The puritans' moral norms were made uppermost. When in May 1641 a Bill was passed fixing the Long Parliament as a State institution not to be dissolved in general, not to be cancelled or postponed without the consent of the members' majority, the constitutional monarchy in England was officially established. Some moderate MPs gradually passed into the royalist camp. The situation deteriorated: Charles tried to arrest the leaders of the Commons and Parliament attempted to take custody of the royal family. Throughout the country there was a taking of sides, and in August 1642 the Civil War began.

The country divided broadly into 2. The economically advanced south and east, and nearly ail major commercial and manufacturing cities, including London, sided with Parliament. London was the stronghold of the right wing of the Parliamentary forces, the Presbyterians, as the party of landowners and rich merchants came almost accidentally to be called. The Londoners were fanatically attached to the moderate leader, the Earl of Essex. Over against these stood the Independents, the left wing, drawn mainly from farmers, tradesmen and artisans of the country towns. They were the most democratic and revolutionary section and out of them the New Model Army was created later. Parliament had also the support of the Navy and controlled the foreign trade. Here lay its greatest advantage.

The poorer north, the west and Wales fought for the King. It was a war which divided the traditional ruling classes of the country. Puritans fought for Parliament. Catholics were with the King. Many men remained neutral, and life in the country went on relatively smoothly despite the war.
Though the war was fought in the interests of the property-owning section of society who paid the taxes and had the vote (no more than 10% of the population), the struggle obviously involved ordinary people.
The Parliament army in general suffered from lack of experience while the royalists or "cavaliers" used to hunting and were ready for armed conflicts and thus at first they were victorious. Historians mention 10 battles fought by the 2 armies. The first Parliament success was in 1644 when the king's army under his nephew Prince Rupert and the duke of Newcastle was defeated by Oliver Cromwell and his "Ironsides". Not only lack of experience was to blame for the puritan failure of the first years of the Civil War, but the presbyterians' desire of compromise with the king. It was the independents' influence that rallied the masses of yeomanry, petty bourgeois and the town poor.

They were headed by Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658). He came of a gentry family, was brought up as a strict puritan, and first elected to Parliament in 1628, then to the Long Parliament in 1640. As soon as military action began, he became well known as a talented military organizer. Cromwell was heard to say that he cared only for skill and devotion to the cause in his officers, not for titles and rank. Gradually the ten regiments of infantry were ideologically trained as determined fighters for the puritan cause so that Cromwell's New Model Army became a formidable force, a party in fact of the revolutionary low middle class, the independents. In September 1643 the English Parliament formed an alliance with the Scots (who had been neutral since the beginning of the war), under the terms of which English agreed to adopt the Scottish form of worship in return for the services of a large Scottish army. In June 1645 the king's army was finally and decisively defeated. Charles surrendered to the Scots, who in January 1647 handed him over to the English Parliament for L 200.000. But a serious division of the Parliament into two parties, the Presbyterians and independents grew up. To the Presbyterian majority in the Commons the Revolution was over and they started to consolidate their gains. The estates of the church, Crown and of Royalists were requisitioned. Presbyterianism was established as the State religion and repressive laws were passed against the Independent sects. The Independents expressed the interests of the radical wing of the bourgeoisie and of the new commercially minded nobility headed by Oliver Cromwell. As a religious trend they were against any church sponsored by the state. As a political party the independents made the radical wing in the Parliament camp and headed the movement against monarchy.

Cromwell had to secure the Parliamentary victory in Ireland and Scotland. He subdued Ireland with such brutality in 1649 that his name has been associated there with curses to the present day. Cromwell decisively beat the Scottish army as well.   

As to the Independents there came a division in their ranks: the democratic elements created their own separate party of Levelers. The political programmer of the Levelers was embodied in the Agreement of the People. Cromwell declared in general terms his sympathy with the programmer of the Agreement.

In 1648 the Second Civil War actually broke out which shelved the struggle between Cromwell and the Left temporarily. The Second Civil War forced     Cromwell to make concessions to the Left and in 1648 a committee headed by Lilburne reissued the agreement in a modified form. The Levelers' movement had no backing. It was the movement of a doomed class, the independent farmers, who were later crushed by the growth of a large-scale capitalist agriculture. It was soon clear that Cromwell and the Parliamentary Independents intended to allow The Agreement to remain on paper only, the officers had no intention of carrying through a social revolution. A temporary body, the Council of State, was set up to act as an executive. The levelers withdrew and the leaders were arrested in 1649. The army levelers revolted, meanwhile Cromwell suppressed the rebellion in the army and by and by the movement ended.

Cromwell suppressed another democratic movement, a small group that called themselves "diggers"; whose Utopian ideal was the achievement of common property in the conditions of a bourgeois republic.             

The Royalists were quick to take advantage of the straggle between the Parliamentary parties. The task of the moment was suppression of the Presbyterians and Cromwell displayed wonders of simple strategy, he directed troops to surround the House of Commons and stationed a staunch independent, one Colonel Pride at the door with a list of the Presbyterian members and all unreliable members in general. The Procedure was called "Pride's Purge".

150 Presbyterian members  were  excluded  from  the  Commons  or imprisoned. 

On January 4, 1649, the "Rump", as the Independent remnant in the Commons was called, passed a resolution, declaring ”that the Commons of England being chosen and representing the people, have the supreme power in this nation".

Rump Parliament - «охвостье» (прозвище членов Долгого Парламента оставшихся в его составе после Прайдовой чистки). In January 1649 Charles was executed. In February of the same year the House of Lords was abolished and England became a Republic ruled by Parliament. This was the highest point of the English bourgeois revolution. 

Sporadic Royalist upsprings were easily crushed. To Cromwell the execution was the culmination of the revolution and the beginning of a period of stabilization.   

Scotland was put under English rule in 1651 and controlled by an army. Cromwell rooted out radicalism in the army and always assumed that men of properly should rule. But the propertied classes came to hate the Republic. They resented the firm military government at the center and interference in the running of local affairs, which landowning Justices of the Peace saw as their exclusive province.

Cromwell's authority in the army was immense. The masses of the people did not benefit from the revolution. The bourgeoisie was frightened by the growth of the people's activity and the Parliament was dissolved: England was to be ruled by a council of officers who established military dictatorship and Cromwell was solemnly declared its Protector. Actually it meant the abolition of the republic and the end of the bourgeois revolution in England. The Lord-Protector (as Cromwell was now called) did much of what the king was guilty: when the Parliament of 1654-1655 made a feeble attempt to question his system of dictatorship he dissolved it; he did the same with the Parliament of 1656-1658; when the workers and peasants attempted uprisings he suppressed them. The bourgeoisie and the gentry wanted monarchy back. The Parliament of 1656 offered him the crown. Cromwell refused. The regime was losing mass support.

When Cromwell died in September 1658 the Republic died with him. His son, Richard, resigned the title of Protector, which he had inherited from his father. The surviving members of the Long Parliament convened and asked Charles II to return as king.

The Republic saw the triumph of Puritanism. Bishops were abolished. Theatres were closed. The Puritans believed in the merits of education; all men, they declared, should be able to read the Bible. Acts of Parliament in Scotland imposed on landowners the duty of creating a school in every parish.

Restoration, 1660-1685

The old order was restored in 1660. It was clear that future government would be conducted by a partnership of King and parliament. The House of Lords was restored, the army disbanded. Puritans were driven out of public life by a set of laws. Central and local government was put firmly in the hands of Royalist landowners and merchants. Puritans who would not agree to the Anglican order of the Church were called Dissenters or Nonconformists. Cromwell's body was disinterred and displayed publicly in London.

Charles II took the throne, but he disliked dependence on Parliament. In 1670 Charles began secret negotiations with Louis XIV of France, which culminated in the secret Treaty of Dover. By the terms of the treaty Charles undertook to declare his adherence to Catholicism and Louis promised Charles reconvert England with money and soldiers. Charles issued a Declaration of Indulgence in 1673 by which he granted permission for Roman Catholics and Dissenters to hold public office. Parliament was outraged. Two groups emerged. One was called the Petitioners because it petitioned the king to dissolve Parliament. The other group was called the Abhorrers because it expressed abhorrence of the Petitioners. These parties were later known as the Whigs and the Tories.   

From 1660 until 1700 England experienced a commercial revolution. The Navigation Act of 1660 had the effect of putting nearly all England's trade, and that of her colonies, into the hands of English merchants. England took control of her own trade with the Baltic. England had growing possessions in North America. She had also taken Jamaica in 1655.

The new colonies gave English industries an exclusive market. Colonial trade was thus the stimulus for English industry that prepared it for the Industrial Revolution of the next century. The Dutch had to give up trade which English merchants considered theirs. They also surrendered New Amsterdam in 1664, which later became New York, named after James, duke of York, the future James II. The year 1665 saw the last visitation to London of plague on a large scale. In the following year the Great Fire destroyed much of the old city. After the Fire Christopher Wren planned to create a new city of London. The first parks of London were established, coffee houses catered for the pleasures of the rich.

In 1685 Charles II died. Duke of York was crowned as James П. To the Whigs and part of the Tories the necessity for a radical change in the system of government became apparent. In June 1688 an invitation was sent by the whig-and-tory alliance to William of Orange, the Netherlands ruler, son-in-law to James. James was left without the army support and he left for France. This is how William and Mary were offered the throne in February 1689.

The bloodless change was  called «The Glorious Revolution» by   historians. It placed in the hands of the Whigs the control of the central state apparatus for the next century. 

William and Mary ruled jointly. They were monarchs by invitation. A Declaration of Rights was drawn up by Parliament.

In 1694 a Triennial Act provided that Parliament should meet every 3 years and that no Parliament should last longer than 3 years. The Monarchy still retained great authority, it controlled foreign policy and chose ministers, but royal power was now restricted. Control was exercised over the king mainly through finance. The Privy Council was too large to be effective and was used less and less, though it continues to exist until the present day. The Restoration settlement also took away the king's power to remove judges and instead vested this power in Parliament.

By William and Mary's reign it was clear that Sovereigns ruled by the consent of Parliament.

England acquired a large empire in the 17th century. England's great commercial rival, Holland, was decisively beaten. In the next century England would defeat her great colonial rival, France. Coal production increased dramatically in the 17-th century. By the end of the century the City of London had overtaken all other cities as a financial center. The Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions of the 18th century have to be viewed in the light of the intensified activity in trade, industry and agriculture of the 17-th century; political and religious questions had been solved at least to the satisfaction of the political nation.

SCIENCE AND ART AFTER THE BOURGEOIS REVOLUTION
 IN ENGLAND (the 17th c.)
Late in the 16-th and the 1st half of the 17-th century England became the plumb center of the development of science and materialistic philosophy. It was an age of experiment and new thought, changing men and ideas of the constitution of the world. 

One of the greatest thinkers was John Milton (1608-1674), outstanding patriot of England. He is also known as the greatest of all English poets after Shakespeare. He propagated bourgeois democracy, freedom of writing and beliefs. An ideologist of bourgeoisie and gentry he maintained that the power of monarch should be limited and circumscribed by the people. He was a highly educated man, well-versed in literatures and languages. In his numerous political pamphlets he attached much importance to freedom of conscience and of choice in politics, His masterpiece "Paradise Lost" was written in 1665. 

Milton's theory failed to satisfy the bourgeoisie fully as it provided no security for them against the possible encroachment on their ownership by the lower orders.        Neither could they be satisfied with the conception of James Harrington, author of the political novel "Republic of Oceana". According to Harrington power depends on distribution of property.

Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), a famous materialistic philosopher, showed a new approach to this problem. He expressed the interests of that part of the gentry that contributed to the development of capitalism in the country. He tried to reconcile the demands of the king's subject with the rights of absolute monarchy. He resolutely set his face against common ownership of property and this brought him closer to the ideals of bourgeoisie than Milton and Harrington had ever been. Whereas Milton and Harrington were in favour of a political system that would be on guard of private policy, Hobbes held that the state was entitled to dispose of its subjects' property. Hobbes did not object to the Church of England but he considered it necessary to reduce religion to a department state. The writings of the great men of his time such as Bacon and the scientific discoveries of Galileo inspired Hobbes to work out a new philosophy based on a mathematical approach to natural phenomena. It had a great influence on the development of science and the fight against feudal ideology.

The turning point hi his intellectual history was his discovery of geometry, which appealed to him because of its method of presenting a clear proof for every problem. As a thinker he made substantial contributions to the philosophy of man.

Another great thinker of the time was John Locke (1632-1704). He is considered to be an inspirer of the age of Enlightenment and Reason in England   and   France     He had   tremendous   influence on philosophical and political thought of the West. He concerned himself with the problems of society, education and the relation of church and state. Being an ideologist of bourgeois liberalism he criticized absolute monarchy   as   incompatible   with the   foundations   and  objectives of the life of society. Locke makes a further defense of the liberty of individual. In Locke's most famous work "An Essay Concerning Human Understanding"  (1690) he undertakes to examine the character and limitations of human knowledge.

It was about this time that  the   English   classical   school of bourgeois  political economy emerged, whose teachings were permeated with the idea of advantage of capitalism over feudalism. 

They were  concerned with the development of production forces. Advocating capitalism they presumed that only capitalism could provide conditions favorable for the growth of production.

One of the greatest representatives of English classical political economy was Adam Smith (1723-1790). His work "Enquiry into nature of Causes of the Wealth of Nations" (1776) was a great event in economic science and won him world recognition. Adam Smith was the first advocate of free trade. To him the activity of a few individuals in the sphere of commerce and industry was the driving force of social progress.      The end of the 17th and the beginning of the 18lh century were marked by new great discoveries in the field of science, especially in the domain of physical science.

The 17-th century saw the enthronement of determinism. G.Bruno (1548-1600) proclaimed a universe of world beyond world, in which all place and all motion were relative. According to him the stars were not fixed and the universe had no bounds. 

Isaac Newton (1643-1727) perceived and showed how the complex movements of Celestial bodies were in relation to the natural succession of the earthly phenomena. Due to Newton the Universe acquired an independent rationality, quite unrelated to the spiritual order or to anything outside itself. The impact of Newton's revolutionary discovery became apparent only in the 18th century. With Newton there set in an age of scientific determinism. This was the profoundest break with all for which the middle ages stood.

The English 17-th century theatre suffered frantic attacks from puritans. Playwriting gradually lost its old fire, the old poetry the high Shakespearian humour. Instead, violence increased in tragedies and comedies bristled with coarseness. The masque was favorable form of court entertainment. By this time boys were banished from the state and women-players make their appearance for the first time in the history of the English stage. Ballet which was a dramatic dance came to be a favorite pastime at the court for nearly a century. Opera was strongly influenced by the French and Italian operas. Moliere had a profound influence over the restoration comedy of England. The most outstanding figure of the time is David Garrick, an actor and playwright. He is often referred to as the one great star of the age of Great Actors (18th century). His contribution to the art was known as character acting. Garrick made the stage more spacious and introduced footlights.

Theatrical England was fortunate in witnessing the birth of 2 playwrights, Oliver Goldsmith and Richard Sheridan, who at 26 became the manager at Drury Lane Theatre, succeeding Garrick. He rebuilt the Theatre, one of the largest theatres in Europe. At that time Drury Lane had the best acting company in England and gave London the best dramatic art. He ushered in a new and glorious era in London theatre. 

"The School for Scandal" was Sheridan's masterpiece, its quick wit being as fresh today as ever. The heartiness of his plays was a sure sign that England like Germany and France had embarked on the way toward the "human comedy" of a democratized theatre.

The 18-th century is the age of classicism both in art and architecture. The English court and nobility had cultivated a fancy for the "antique" which, in their belief, was a sign of wealth and power. The Adam brothers, the eminent architects of the time, followed the traditions of their predecessor Christopher Wren. Sentimentalism was then in vogue. Sculpture in the 18th century shows a tendency to imitate the antique. 

The English scientists went on with their investigations of the Greek art and the beauty of the Greek temples overawed them. Thus the authentic Greek art was reborn. 

At the beginning of the 19th century a new trend in art appeared known as romanticism. The apologists of this trend announced freedom of genius and encouraged intuitive understanding of beauty. Modern English classicism safely coexisted with the surviving traditions of the Middle Ages.

The infatuation with Gothic spread all over Europe and became part and parcel of romanticism. The general level of art was relatively high though it never reached that of France and Italy. The establishment of the Royal Academy schools coincided with the spread of neoclassical taste.  

Some of the greatest foreign masters were attracted by lavish rewards and honors. Among them Anthony Van Dyck and Hans Hollbein were the originators of the brilliant school of English painting. A splendid constellation of native painters appeared under their influence: William Hogarth, Joshua Reynolds, Thomas Gainsborough, William Blake.

The paintings of W.Hogarth attract by their singular originality. He breaks off with the Great Style and invents a method  of    his  own  referred  to   by  his      contemporaries   as  the    "modern moral subject". 

Hogarth   creates     series of paintings which like acts of a drama, are found together by a plot. Hogarth's famous series known as "A Harlot's Progress", "A Rake's Progress" and "Marriage a la Monde" are a devastating criticism of immorality of the aristocracy. Later came another series, "Elections", which are his subtletest satires. Like Fielding Hogarth created a comic epic of his contemporary England.

To promote the arts in England the Royal Academy was founded in 1768 with Reynolds (1723-1792) as its first president. Its objectives were to build up a native school of artists. Reynolds' sitters included the socially prominent people of his time. He had a great creative power. His portraits are expressive and show a shrewd insight into the character of the sitter.

Among the portraits of the elect we find pictures of children and women of his day. He had a great impact on his contemporary artists who borrowed freely the various elements of his art. He enjoyed wide acclaim for twenty years and even the genius of Gainsborough failed to eclipse it.

Gainsborough (1727-1788) reached greatness both as landscape painter and as a portraitist. He learned landscape painting from the Dutch masters and figure painting from Van Dyck. He began with portrait painting that became his main occupation although landscape painting remained his real passion. His portrait of Garrick is among his best known. 

He painted the portraits of George III and queen Charlotte, and his famous portrait of Master Buttal, known as the "Blue Boy".

If portrait painting is one of the glorious of English art, landscape is another, for England had long been noted for its great appreciation of natural beauty. Landscape painting was Britain's great contribution to romanticism. In the time of Gainsborough landscape painting was regarded as a relatively low form of art. The two supreme masters of romantic landscape painting that produced works of far-reaching consequence were John Constable and Joseph Turner.

William Blake is one of the most original painters in English art. Poet and philosopher, he drew his pictures from his own writings as well as Milton's and the Bible. An enemy of academism, he neglected those traditions, which had found their way in art learning on inspiration alone. Blake's works are extremely subjective being saturated with mystic symbols. He tried to incarnate in them his philosophic ideas. Blake was devoted to Michaela Angelo and this devotion found expression in his best-loved figures with overdeveloped muscles.

Though far remote from realism Blake's art had paved the way for the 19-th century Pre-Raphaelites.

In 1666 the Cambridge Prof. Of Maths, Sir Isaac Newton, began to study gravity, publishing his important discovery in 1684. In 1687 he published Principia, on "the mathematical principles of natural philosophy", perhaps the greatest book in the history of science. Newton's work remained the basis of physics until Einstein's discoveries in the 20-th century. Newton's importance as a "founding father" of modern science was recognized in his own time.

In 1628 William Harvey discovered the circulation of blood and this led to great advances in medicine and in the study of the human body. The scientists Robert Boyle and Robert Hook used Harvey's methods when they made discoveries in the chemistry and medicine of breathing.

These scientific studies were encouraged by the Stuarts. The Royal Society, founded by the Stuart monarchy, became an important center where thinkers could meet, argue, enquire and share information. Charles II, a strong supporter of its work, gave the Royal Society firm direction "to examine all systems, theories, principles ... elements, histories and experiments of things natural, mathematical and mechanical".

There was at that time a great deal of interest in astronomy. The discovery of the geometric movement of stars and planets destroyed old beliefs in astrology and magic. Everything, it seemed, had a natural explanation.

It was no accident that the greatest British architect of the time, Christopher Wren, was also Professor of Astronomy at Oxford.

As a result of the rapid spread of literacy and the improvement in printing techniques, the first newspapers appeared in the 17th century. They were a new way of spreading all kinds of ideas, scientific, religious and literary. Many of them included advertisements. In 1660 Charles II advertised for his lost dog.

LIFE IN THE STUART AGE
In London there was a new class of rich "aristocrats", most of whom belonged to the nobility, but not all. Money could buy a high position in British society more easily than in Europe. After 1650 the rich began to meet in the new coffeehouses, which quickly became the meeting places for conversation and politics.

Some of the old nobility, however, did not accept the new rich as equals. While new Stuart yeomen wanted to be gentry, descendants of the older Tudor gentry started to call themselves "squires", the ruling class of the countryside. The squires and JPs governed locally during Cromwell's Protectorate, and continued to do so. They had the power to tax for local purposes, to call out soldiers and to try most criminals.

1. What is known as the Authorized Version or King James’ Bible? How did it appear? (1611). What caused its publication? What was the reaction to it on the part of puritans? Catholics?

2. What was called the Personal Rule (1629-1640)?

3. When was the constitutional monarchy established?

4. When did the Civil war begin? What caused it?

5. What were the groups within the Parliament? How did they differ?

6. What was known as the Rump Parliament? (1649)

7. What was the highest point of the Bourgeois Revolution?

8. Who were Nonconformists?

9. When did the 2-party system turn up?

10. What is known as the Glorious Revolution?

England in the 18tb century

 Colonial Expansion
The 18th century saw the actual making of the British Empire. It was the time of another "Hundred Years War" against France. In the 16-th century the chief commercial rival and consequently the chief political enemy of England was Spain in the struggle   with  which    England emerged as a nation and a sea power; in the 

17-th century it was Holland that had to be fought if English supremacy on the seas was to be kept; in the 18th century the same was to be done with France as the chief commercial and therefore political rival.

Between 1702-1712, in an alliance with Austria Holland and Sweden England defeated Lois XIV and got hold of Gibraltar. England got a monopoly right to supply Spanish colonies with slaves.

English ships carried the produce of English industry that was steadily developing, further and further all over the world. There were areas that presented excellent market for such activities on the American continent where the persecution of puritans early in the 17-th century and during the restoration time late in the same century had led to the formation of a chain of American colonies on the East coast. The native population was ruthlessly exterminated.

Early in the 17-th century the first English trading stations were established in India. There was also French East-Indian Company, which had its fortified stations along the Indian coast. The 18-th century was the time of systematic offensive, planned attack on the liberty and independence of those who proved to be weak.

The British Isles came first. Ireland became the first colony of England and, though its Parliament was left in existence it was a protestant body. Ireland should be no more than a market for the growing English industry. Irishmen immigrated to America in thousands. 

Scotland agreed to a union and lost its independence at the price of retaining some vestiges of national dignity. The Parliaments were merged but the Act of Union stipulated the independence of Scotland in the domain of church, Law and education. England became Great Britain with its characteristic flag called familiarly the Union Jack.

From 1722 until 1742 Sir Robert Walpole who was charged with inactivity in the Commons dominated politics. In 1739 a war with Spain was forced on Walpole. Walpole has been called the first Prime Minister.

In a modern sense this is not true; the crown joined in policy making, and Walpole did not head a government with collective responsibility. But the direction of government affairs by one man and his ensuring their approval by the Commons, more closely approximates to the modern concept of the premier than anything that there had been before. In the war with Spain Walpole attempted to stay neutral and aggressive-minded Whigs called "young Whigs" overthrew Walpole in 1742 and soon England was in for a period of 2 wars. The Seven Years' war between Britain and France started in 1756. William Pitt was made the government's principal minister. It was in India and North America that most fighting was done. The Seven Years' war laid the foundation of the British Empire in the East. France was almost completely ousted from India. In America the English troops occupied important Canadian towns and the Paris treaty of 1763 gave the whole of Canada and all the lands in North America that used to be French possessions, to England. The huge fortunes made by colonial officials bought the owners of the East -India company high titles and seats in the Commons and the House of Lords. The war was won by Britain. British India was on its way to becoming "the brightest jewel in the British crown".

In America the colonists were grieved that they were expected to pay taxes while they received no representation in the London Parliament. They also resented Parliament's restrictions on trade in the colonies, which tied their trade to the mother country, and they were angered by the closure of the frontier, which limited westward expansion. A group of radical colonists organized protests against Parliament's special taxes so effectively that by 1773 all the taxes had been withdrawn except that on tea. In 1773 a band of activists pitched tea from East India company ships into Boston Harbour. The port of Boston was closed. In 1774 a Congress of the colonies met at Philadelphia and in 1775 war broke out between troops and colonists. On 4 July 1776 the Americans declared their independence, and their army waged war in earnest. In 1778 France, pleased to do something to repay Britain for her humiliation in the Seven Years' War, allied with the US and gave the Americans naval help throughout the war. In 1781 the British army was finally defeated. In1783 the   Treaty of Versailles was signed; it acknowledged the independence of the US. The British defeat in the American War of Independence caused the resignation of the British Minister, Lord North, in 1782 and a decline in royal prestige. The loss of the American colonies was devastating. The British were still left with great possessions. By 1779 Captain cook had circumnavigated New Zealand. In 1788 the first contingent of Britons landed at Sydney, Australia.

The Industrial revolution
The 18-th century was the time of the agrarian revolution. Landowners were allowed to enclose lands. By the middle of the century there was no more common land in England and there were no more yeomen. A numerous army of agrarian proletariats was appearing, hired laborers ready to take up any job. England was becoming a country of big agricultural estates producing food for the growing town population. New trading companies were created. The manufacturers of the previous centuries could no longer provide for the growing demand so the need for well-organized industry was imperative. Thus conditions were ripe for the industrial revolution that in a hundred years made England "the workshop of the world". Britain had a good base for industry. She had natural resources: wool, water, coal and some iron ore. As well as natural resources Britain had other advantages. Britain's climate meant that there could be industrial production throughout the year. The stimulus to industrialization was a rapid rise in the population, which was to be fed by increased food production. The growth of commerce gave Britain markets for some raw materials.

Industrialization certainly could not have occurred without technical innovation. The universities and learned societies did not contribute greatly; it was practical men who produced the new ideas. England's roads were deplorable. The initiatives in road improvement were taken by individuals who set up turnpike trusts (they charged travelers a toll). It was John Mac Adam (1756-1836) who popularized a cheap road-building technique, known as "macadamisation. His technique is used to the present day.

The 18-th century saw the rapid expansion of the canal system. Textile manufacture was revolutionized by a series of inventions. John Kay's flying shuttle of 1733 speeded up weaving and the jenny of 1767 made faster spinning possible. In 1787 Edmund Cartwright produced a power operated John which accelerated weaving. 

By the end of the 18-th century both sides of the textile industry, spinning and weaving, used water power to operate their machinery. Later coal was used to produce steam power, but though James Watt patented a steam engine in 1782, its application to the textile industry remained experimental until the 19-th century.

The natural center of the cotton industry was Lancashire. Woolens manufacture main center was in Yorkshire.

For a time there was a cotton-textile manufacture in the Scottish lowlands and the well established linen industry of Ulster, in the north of Ireland.

Iron production was revolutionized. The Darby family discovered how to smelt iron by using coke, and in the 1780s Henry Cort devised a method of making a purer iron. The most famous ironmaster of the day was John Wilkinson (1728-1805) who applied iron to the manufacture of almost everything. He produced the first iron boat that floated water pipes for Paris and New York and a more accurate cannon. With Abraham Darby he built the world's first iron bridge.

The National-Liberation Movement in Ireland and the Navy Mutiny

By the late 18-th century the national liberation movement of Irishmen had become an important contribution to the activity of democratic forces. The British colonizers were doing their best to fire the religious feelings of the Protestants in Ulster. The Protestants were encouraged to attack Catholics in their homes; the Catholics resorted to organization. A Dublin lawyer Wolf Zone, whose dream was separation of Ireland from England, headed the movement of "United Irishmen", an organization of bourgeois revolutionaries (1791-1798) started in Belfast. The program included radical reforms and universal suffrage. The republican democrats declared their program for the independent Irish Republic, abolition of aristocratic feudal privileges of the landlords and the Anglican church.

After 1794 the "United Irishmen" had to act clandestinely. In 1797 the leaders were arrested.   

The same year was the time of mutiny in the English fleet. Above 40 crews were involved, a central committee was created with Richard Parker, as President. The sailors called him "the red Admiral". The demands economic at first assumed political tinge as the movement grew in scope. Freedom for all Englishmen and a Parliament reform were among the demands.

Pitt's government resorted to a ruse. Satisfaction of demands was promised. The sailors stopped the mutiny. But the government executed Parker and the other leaders while the sailors were sentenced to long-term imprisonment.

In 1798 the Irishmen rebelled, but the rebellion was drowned in blood. In 1801 an   Act of Union was passed and Ireland was joined to England losing its independence completely. It was given the right to send a few representatives to the English Parliament. But those members were Protestants since Catholics were deprived of practically every human right.

The attempts of the workers to develop trade union movement in England were cut short. Pitt's government passed the so-called Combination Acts that outlawed unions of workers and threatened severe punishment for participation.

1.   What colonial policy did England pursue in the 18th century?

2.  When did the United Colonies of America turn into the United States of America?

3.  What revolutionary changes took place in industry in the 18th century?

4.  What is typical of the 18th century innovations?

5. What sort of movement was "United Irishmen"?

The Victorian Age
Britain continued to industrialize rapidly in the 19-th century. Great advances took place in the cotton, coal and iron industries. The great boom was in railroad construction in the 1840s.

The Industrial Revolution gave work to the massively increased population. The emergence of a large industrial and urban working class and a rich and confident middle class was bound to cause tensions and change in 19-th c. society. Unions were organized, but they collapsed after a short period of time. The shocking condition of life of so many people provoked a response.

The 19-th century saw the gradual reform of factories and mines and the reordering of town life. Both during the wars with France (which ended in 1815) and afterwards there was acute social tension. The authorities were fearful that revolutionary order would be established, as in France. A great assembly of people assembled in 1819 outside Manchester to hear the radical politician Henry Hunt speaks in favor of parliamentary reform. The crowd was peaceful, but the army moved in and hundreds were injured. The incident, known as Peterlov, became a milestone in world history. Working-class protest was widespread but disorganized.

The Tory Government that was in power until 1830 pursued major reforms in the criminal law and the Home Secretary, Robert Peel, established the first police force in 1829. The most important legislation came in the late 20-ies, which enabled Protestant Nonconformists and Roman Catholics to hold office.They could become M.P.S.

The Reform Bill was passed in 1832 after Whigs were returned. It gave the middle class the vote. It was in fact the first step on the road to democracy, though the member of new voters was relatively small.

A Factory Act passed in 1833 imposed limits on the hours worked by children.

In 1842 a Mines Act forbade the employment underground of women and of boys under 10. 

By 1850 there had been further reforms and by mid-century many factories had, for the first time, introduced a Saturday half-day for their work force. 

Town government in England, Wales and Scotland was overhauled in 1833, with the creation of new boroughs governed by municipal councils that were elected by local taxpayers.

In 1833 money was given to 2 religious societies (Anglican and Nonconformist) to promote education. England was slow to take a serious interest in providing state education (compulsory education did not arrive until 1870). England compares badly with Scotland and some Continental countries.

An important reform of the century was the abolition of slavery in 1833. 

The 1840s, a decade of uncertain harvests and sporadic economic recession was dominated by the Chartist movement backed by the working-class and the Repeal of the corn Laws supported by the middle class, which sought to repeal the Corn-Laws, the measures which protected home agriculture from the import of cheap com, but landowners were convinced that it would bring their ruin. 

The stronghold of Chartism lay in the industrial North, but its origin was among the thoughtful artisans of London.  The London Working-Men’s Association was formed in June 1836 as a political and educational body intended to attract the intelligent and influential portion of the working classes.  In February 1837 it drew up a petition to Parliament in which were embodied 6 demands, that afterwards became known as the People's Charter. The movement wished to secure 1) universal manhood suffrage, 2) annual Parliaments 3) voting by ballot, 4) equal constituencies, 5) no property qualifications for MPs and 6) the payment to MPs, so that working-class men could go to Westminster. In the spring of 1838 the 6 Points were drafted into the form of a Parliamentary Bill, and this Bill became the actual charter of history.

As the movement spread beyond London its character changed and sharp divisions arose among its leaders. 3 groups might be distinguished. The right wing was composed of Lovett and his London and his London follower; the different group led by Atwood, a banker from Birmingham, was mainly concerned with the purely political aspects of the chartist agitation. Then there was a vast center, grouped round O’Connor, whose conception of the better life was that of the independent producer. Much less definite was the left wing, headed by O'Brien and later Harney and Jones. O'Brien was influenced by the socialist and co-operative ideas of Owen, and he went far beyond Owen in his understanding of the class struggle. His ability as a theoretician earned for him the title of the Chartist Schoolmaster.

The workers were able by 1838 to appear as an independent force.

The Chartists held mass meetings and collected petitions to present to Parliament.                                                                                                                          

But the mass   meetings   did   not   intimidate the authorities and parliament would only accept the last of    the   petitions  (there were 3 in all). It   refused to meet the Chartists' demands. However, the demands were met gradually, on the initiative of MPs themselves and not as a consequence of pressure from without.  The Anti-Corn Law League was successful. It was founded in 1838. The League raised large sums of money to finance a campaign to secure public support. They built the Free Trade Hall in Manchester as a meeting place for their movement; it ran its own newspaper and founded its own magazine, the celebrated Economist, in 1843. In 1846 the Repeal was carried, thanks to the then Prime Minister Sir Robert Peel.

Domestic and Foreign Policy, 1850-1900
The output of industry increased in the 2-nd half of the 19-th century. New sources of energy - electricity and oil - were developed. Britain's economic performance was certainly helped by her growing Empire. Britain invested heavily abroad. By the middle of the century there was a growing electorate. This prompted the 2 main parties to create nationwide political organizations and to give themselves modern names. The Whigs became Liberals, and the Tories called themselves Conservatives. The Liberals became the dominant party in the mid 19th century. Under the skilled leadership of Benjamin Disraeli the Conervatives started to attract support from both the middle class and the working class. Both parties undertook extensive reform. In the 20th century Liberalism has succumbed to Socialism but in the 19th century the Liberal tenets of peace, retrenchment and reform matched the social and political climate.

Britain's concern was that no power should dominate Europe and pose a threat to Britain. A dominating fear among many Britons was that of Russian expansion. It seemed possible that the Turkish Empire could collapse and this would give Russia control of the eastern Mediterranean. Russia also seemed capable of attacking India directly from the North. Fear of Russia was intensified with the opening of the Suez Canal of 1869, as there was a possibility that Russia might block the newer and quicker sea route to India if she took control of that part of the Mediterranean.

Britain's only war with a great power in the 19th century was with Russia. The ostensible reason for the war in 1854 was trivial. The war reflected Britain's deep fear of Russian intentions. It seemed the Russian navy might take control of access to the Black Sea. The war revealed that the British army was very insufficient. The only gain was the foundation of modern nursing by Florence Nightingale who went out to organize nursing services for the wounded Britons in the Crimea.

The almost continuous Liberal government of the mid 19-th century was interrupted in 1866 when a minority Conservative government took office. The Conservatives took initiative and introduced a Reform Bill. The Second reform Act, 1867, granted the vote to the artisans and more prosperous workers in the towns. In 1868 the Liberal Government headed by Gladstone came to government. Sweeping reforms were undertaken. Limited schooling, which was to be the responsibility of local school boards, was made compulsory in 1870. In the army punishments for soldiers were made less severe. In 1872 the Secret Ballot Act made voting a private business and not a carnival-like process characterized by bribery and intimidation.

In 1874 a Conservative government was returned with a brilliant debater Disraeli as Prime Minister. Disraeli was most interested in foreign affairs in which he had marked success. In 1875 he bought a half-share in the Suez Canal. At the peace conference in Berlin in 1878, following war between Turkey and Russia, Disraeli obtained Cyprus for Britain. It was his government that gave Queen Victoria the title Empress of India in 1877. The title pleased Victoria Disraeli and the queen basked in mutual admiration.

Gladstone's second government completed electoral reform in 1884 by giving the vote to workingmen in both town and country. A problem, which confronted Gladstone, as it did all 19-th century statesmen, was Ireland. The country was poor and had suffered famine and mass emigration. The MPs from Ireland demanded Home Rule (which gave the Irish a Dublin parliament to run Irish internal affairs). This was resisted by most MPs Ireland had been linked with England for centuries.       Gladstone became convinced that there should be Home Rule for Ireland and introduced a Bill to that effect in April 1886, at the end of his 3-rd government. It was lost. A settlement of the Irish question did not come until after the I World War. 

By the end of the century organized labour was an established 3-rd force in British Politics. In 1851 the 1 successful union was established. In 1868 the Trade Union Congress (TUC) was formed. It became the national voice of unionism. In 1892 Kent Hardie, a socialist was elected to Parliament.

In 1900 the Labour Representation Committee was set up to co-ordinate the efforts of the various socialist groups in getting left-wing candidates elected. This was the beginning of the Labour Party, which in the 20th century was to replace the Liberal Party as the party of the left.

Empire
The British Empire reached its zenith at the end of the century. Britain had possessions all, over the globe and authority over a "quarter of the world's population. Now even throughout the world there is evidence of the influence of British institutions and culture, and English is the main international language. India was the most important territory in the Empire. A series of British bases was established at strategic points. In 1815, after the war with Napoleon, Britain's possession of Gibraltar and Malta was confirmed. Singapore was acquired in 1819 and Hong Kong in 1842. In 1839 Britain conquered Aden and thereby acquired a vital base from which to control the Red Sea. The bases provided fuelling and repair facilities for British ships.

India exported tea, wood, cotton and later imported a whole variety of British products, especially cotton textiles. The country had a vast population with religions and cultures far more ancient than Britain's; its complexities and  divisions enabled Britain to gain a foothold in the first place. After a mutiny of Indian soldiers in 1857 - because of accumulated anxieties over changes made by the British - the East India Company was obliged to hand over the rule of India to the British government. By their very presence in India the British fostered the spirit of nationalism. Indians, who often received a classical English education, resented their non-acceptance at a social level.

In 1837 there was a rebellion in Canada, which led to a Commission of Inquiry by Lord Durham. His report of 1839 vested internal control of the country in the electorate of the country itself. The Canadian provinces joined in consideration in 1867. This union was in part brought about by the withdrawal of British troops and the need for Canadians to stand together to avoid piecemeal absorption by the US to the south. The last province to enter the confederation was Newfoundland, in 1949. 

The system of self-government worked out for Canada was applied to the other 2 territories with white population, Australia and New Zealand, in 1855. In 1901 the Australian states adopted a very loose federal structure and became the Australian Commonwealth.

New Zealand became a tightly knit union in 1876, with a capital at Wellington. After the invention of refrigeration in 1882 New Zealand sent nearly all her lamb to Britain. New Zealand society was democratic, without any very distinct difference of class. Its governments pioneered much radical social legislation. Together with the radicalism went a very British way of life.

British interests in Africa developed in a piecemeal fashion. The West Coast of Africa gradually came under British control.

The opening of the Suez Canal in 1869 drew Britain into the affairs of Egypt and the Sudan. Much of the exploration of Africa was left to private individuals: missionaries and businessmen. British influence was extended to Nigeria, Kenya and Uganda through private companies.

British governments became seriously interested in Africa only when European powers did, particularly France, Germany and Italy. In the 1890s arrangements were made between the European powers over the partition of Africa.

The century ended in war, the outcome of continual friction between the Boer (Dutch) and British people living in South Africa. The Boers wanted their 2 inland states, the Transvaal and Orange Free State, to have complete independence, (the gold mines of Johannesburg attracted many Britons). The Boer war lasted from 1899 until 1902.

Peace was concluded in 1902.  A new Liberal government conferred self-government on the Transvaal in 1906 and on the Orange Free State in 1907. A union of Boer and British states in South Africa was proposed. It came about in

1910. But the problems were not solved. Antagonism between Boers and Britons continued. Union, in the form in which was set up, did not allow for the inevitable demands of black South Africans for political rights.

The Empire was a collection of territories at varying stages of development. The white dominions had virtual independence. African countries had been brought into existence with scant regard for historic tribal traditions and did not involve Africans in their administration. India was treated respectfully but ruled nonetheless.

The Empire provided vast opportunities for trade until the 1930s. This helped to sustain Britain's position. The Empire also gave a home to millions of Britons and employment to thousands more.

The Britons built in infrastructure in most of the imperial countries, education came usually with missionaries as did some measure of social welfare; and British law was established everywhere.

Social Life in Victorian Britain
Queen Victoria's achievement was that she redeemed the monarchy and raised it to a new pinnacle of popularity. Victoria was thrifty, hardworking, religious and devoted to her family - she was a paragon of those qualities held dear by Victorians. The queen's imperiousness well fitted an age in which Britain was supremely confident and successful.

Victoria was 18 when she came to the throne in 1837, and was guided by the British Minister, Lord Melbourne.

In 1841 Victoria married her cousin, Prince Albert. After 1861, when he died, she mourned him so deeply that she retreated from public life until the 1870s. In 1877 Victoria was made Empress of India. In the Golden Jubilee celebrations in 1897 Victoria was virtually defied. 

Victoria held strong views on political questions, but early in her reign she had to accept Sir Robert Peel as Prime Minister, even though she disliked him. Eventually she came to respect him, but she was never reconciled to Gladstone, the queen had to have him 4 times as her Prime Minister.

Victoria had a conservative view of society; she cared for the dignity of the crown and hierarchy in society. Victoria followed foreign affairs closely. She gave support to the British armies in the Crimean and Boer wars.

Victorian Britain saw a revival in religion. In 1833 a group of churchmen at Oxford released the 1st of their "Tracts for the Times" which emphasized the eternal authority of the church. A number of Tractarians joined the Roman Catholic Church. Conversely evangelicals within the Church of England emphasized the authority of the Bible and the need to preach to the people. There was often hostility between the Tractarians, of High-church men, and the evangelicals, or Low Church men, in the Established church, but the enthusiasm both groups generated helped to stem the decline in the Church's strength that had begun with the Industrial Revolution. By 1851 there were 318.000 Protestant Sunday School teachers in Britain.

The publication in 1859 of Charles Darwin's "The Origin of the Species" was the culmination of a series of writings, which swept aside the fundamental biblical view of Creation and history substituting for its evolution and natural selection.

T.H.HuxIey, Darwin's greatest disciple claimed for Darwin a place in science comparable with Newton's but many scientists believed that Darwin had destroyed the moral bases of scientific studies. 

The 2 English universities, Oxford and Cambridge, gradually revived in the 19th century. In 1825 University College, which was open to members of all religions and nonbelievers was founded in London. Public schools were transformed. Moral as well as intellectual training was to become an aim of the public school.

The vast wealth produced by the Industrial revolution enabled people of all classes to improve their social position.   One of the most  popular books of the 19-th century was Samuel Simian’s "Self-help" (1859), which claimed that success was the product of 4 virtues - thrift, character, self-help and duty. Novels by Dickens are filled with     characters aspiring to better themselves. The colonies and America were an outlet for people who wished to chance their luck. Britain's wealth increased in the 19-th century, and though its distribution was highly uneven, the increase in prosperity among the working class was sufficient to give its members a growing feeling of betterment and security. 

The new interest in religion was paralleled in architecture by the movement known as the Gothic Revival. Two of the greatest exponents of the Gothic revival were Sir Charles Barry and Augustus Pugin. After -the Houses of parliament burnt down in 1834 Barry won the competition to rebuild the Palace of Westminster.

Victorian interiors were rich. The Arts and Crafts movement at the end of the century attempted to reintroduce simple, functional furniture and furnishings. A leading member of the movement was William Morris, who envisaged a simpler society. Intelligentsia was divided from the rest of society. 

The divorce from urban Britain was most marked in the Romantic poets of the early 19-th century, who shunned the cities and lived in remote country areas: William Wordsworth and his sister Dorothy, Byron, John Keats and Percy Shelley.

The novelists Emily and Charlotte Bronte lived a life on seclusion. In their isolation they produced 2 of the finest novels in the English language: "Wuthering Heights" and "Jane Eyre".

When novelists did turn their attention to the cities they were scathing. 

Mrs. Gaskell's novel "North and South" illustrates the profound split in 19-th century England between the rural south and the industrial north.

Charles Dickens in "Hard Times" comes as close as he ever does to condemning Victorian society.

In the landscape painting of the period John Constable and Joseph Mallord William Turner were the prominent figures.

1. What reforms were pursued by the Tory government in the 30ies of the  19-th century?

2.  What were the objectives of the Chartist movement?

3.  What wars were waged by Britain in the middle of the 19-th century?

4.  What problem did Ireland pose?

5.  How did the British Empire develop?

6.  What was typical of social life in Victorian Britain?
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